THE KINGDOM OF GOD.	29
real complaint against him was precisely this, that he was
not dangerous.    Pilate executed him on the ground that
his kingdom was of this world;  the Jews procured his
execution precisely because it was not.    In other words,
they could not forgive him for claiming royalty and at
the same time rejecting the use of physical force.    His
royal pretensions were not in themselves distasteful to
them ; backed by a military force, and favoured by suc-
cess, those pretensions would have been enthusiastically
received.   His tranquil life, passed in teaching and healing
the sick, could not in itself excite their hatred.    An elo-
quent teacher, gathering disciples round him in Jerusalem
and offering a new and  devout interpretation of the
Mosaic law, might have aroused a little spite, but not the
cry of c Crucify him I *    They did not object to the king,
they did not object to the philosopher; but they objected
to the king in the garb of the philosopher.    They were
offended at what they thoiight the degradation of their
great ideal.    A king who neither had nor cared to have
a court or an army; a king who could not enforce a com-
mand ; a king who preached and lectured like a scribe,
yet in his weakness and insignificance could not forget
his dignity, had his royal title often in his mouth, and
lectured with anfauthority that no scribe assumed—these
violent contrasts, this disappointment of their theories,
this homely parody of their hopes, inspired them with an
irritation, and at last a malignant disgust, which it is not
hard to understand.
That they were wrong we are all ready to admit. But
what Christ really meant to do, and in what new form
he proposed to revive the ancient monarchy, is not so
clear as the error of his adversaries. It is this which we
proceed to consider.

